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SUBJECT: ROK PRESS REPORTS SATO'S COMMENTS ON KIMURA STATEMENT 

1. ROK PRESS COVERAGE OF FORMER JAPANESE PRIMIN SATO'S 
SEPTEMBER 29 ASAHI INTERVIEW HAS HIGHLIGHTED SATO'S 
REPORTED CRITICISM OE FONMIN KIMURA'S RECENT 
STATEMENTS ON JAPAN-KOREA RELATIONS. UNDER HEADLINES 
READING "SATO REFUTES KIMURA STATEMENT ON NORTH KOREAN 
THREAT", PAPERS SEPTEMBER 30 AND OCTOBER 1 CARRIED LOWER FRONT 
PAGE STORIES REPORTING THAT SATO HAD DISAGREED BOTH WITH 
KIMURA'S AUGUST 29 COMMENT THAT THERE IS NO THREAT TO ROK EROM 
NORTH KOREA AND KIMURA’S LATER INTIMATION THAT 1969 NIXON-SATO 
STATEMENT SHOULD BE REVISED TO EFEECT THAT SECURITY OF 
KOREAN PENINSULA, NOT JUST ROK, IS ESSENTIAL TO JAPANESE 
SECURITY. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS, SATO SAID IT IS NATURAL THAT 
SOUTH KOREAN PEOPLE GOT ANGRY OVER KIMURA'S DENIAL OF A 
THREAT FROM THE NORTH, WHEN THE NORTH HAD LAREADY ONCE 
ATTACKED THE SOUTH AND IS NOW ENGAGED IN PROVOCATIONS AGAINST 
THE ROK. HE ALSO GAVE HIS VIEW THAT JAPAN SHOULD NOT UNDER 

THE CIRCUMSTANCES FOLLOW A POLICY OF EQUAL TREATMENT FOR THE 
TWO KOREAS. 
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3. SEVERAL ROK PAPERS CARRIED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
EROM THE INTERVIEW ON VARIETY OF OTHER SUBJECTS, 

INCLUDING PROCESSOR COHEN'S ALLEGATIONS RE 
CORRUPTION (TOKYO 12754), KIM TAE CHUNG AND MUN SE KWANG 
CASES, AND ROK DOMESTIC SITUATION, BUT ARTICLES FOCUSED 
MAINLY ON SATO'S REBUTTAL OE KIMURA STATEMENTS. 

SNEIDER 
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